
The speaker reflects on their journey that led to writing a book, which began with their experiences
studying abroad in Senegal from 2003 to 2004. They observed the day-to-day life in Africa,
emphasizing themes of hospitality, friendship, and community, contrasting it with stereotypical
media portrayals. Upon returning to the U.S., the speaker explored literature on the 1994 Rwandan
genocide, leading to a central question: how to ethically represent Africa's diverse experiences,
including its traumatic histories, without reinforcing harmful stereotypes.

The speaker's PhD dissertation expanded this investigation beyond Rwanda to other contexts, such
as child soldiers and Islamist terrorism in Africa. They sought to understand how these figures were
represented in literature and media, influenced by changing political dynamics since the Cold War.
The book includes close readings of various texts, including films and survivor narratives, examining
how authors respond to politically charged representations of violence.

The speaker critiques the representation of African experiences as overly simplistic or
sensationalized, advocating for a more nuanced understanding that recognizes both the realities of
violence and the richness of cultural contexts. They argue for an engagement with these narratives
that acknowledges readers' emotional responses while encouraging critical thought about historical
and political contexts.

Overall, the speaker hopes readers will develop a critical awareness of how stories from Africa are
presented and engage empathetically yet thoughtfully with these narratives, moving beyond mere
sympathy to a deeper understanding of the complexities involved.
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