
This video video discusses a doctoral research study focused on Finland's outstanding performance
in the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), conducted by the OECD. It
highlights how Finland was unexpectedly ranked at the top in educational assessments in 2000,
attributing this success to various factors in Finland's education system, society, and history.

The research emphasizes the historical context of Finland, having been under Swedish and Russian
rule for centuries, which fostered a strong emphasis on literacy and education leading up to its
independence in 1917. The importance of education was reinforced during periods of hardship,
including a civil war and World War II, and later economic challenges, contributing to a cultural
value placed on resilience and education.

Key aspects of the Finnish education system include the high qualifications of teachers (all required
to have a master's degree), a political consensus on education policies, and social equity principles
that ensure schools provide equal educational opportunities across different regions. The system
focuses on a comprehensive approach, where early childhood education promotes play and problem-
solving, and students are offered vocational paths alongside academic tracks.

This video video also notes the trust placed in teachers, minimal oversight in the education process,
and a robust support system with universal healthcare and free education, which underpins their
successful education model. Finland’s approach aims to prioritize long-term educational goals rather
than short-term political gains, contributing to its reputation as one of the happiest countries.
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