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This video video discusses the issue of racism, particularly in the context of football, where it is
prevalent in venues like stadiums, especially in Italy. It highlights a recent incident involving an AC
Milan player who was booed by fans, prompting discussions about racism in sports.

The speaker explores whether racism impacts player performance, using the unique situation
presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, which allowed them to study player performance in the
absence of fans—a natural experiment. With the shutdown of stadiums during the pandemic, the
study compares player performance before and after this period, specifically analyzing African
players—who often face racial harassment—against other players.

The findings revealed that African players performed better without the presence of fans, suggesting
that racist behaviors negatively affect their performance when fans are present. The analysis also
considered other factors such as nationality and skin color, establishing a methodological approach
to evaluate performance impacts due to racism.

The discussion addresses the broader implications of these findings, suggesting the need for
stronger measures against racist behavior in sports, advocating for timely and severe consequences
for misconduct by fans to improve not only the experience for players but also the quality of the
game itself. This video video concludes with a call for quicker action from football associations to
combat racism effectively.
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