
This video video discusses the influential work of anthropologist Emily Martin and her study on
gendered metaphors in scientific descriptions of human fertilization. About 30 years ago, Martin
observed biologists at Johns Hopkins and found that they attributed masculine characteristics to
sperm—depicting it as active and competitive—and feminine characteristics to eggs—describing
them as passive and waiting. She concluded that these metaphors reflected cultural beliefs about
gender, which distorted scientific understanding of fertilization processes.

The speaker, inspired by Martin, conducted a similar investigation that revealed two prevailing
metaphors in public understanding: one aligning with the traditional active sperm vs. passive egg
narrative, and another suggesting both sperm and egg are equal, seen as two halves of a whole. This
video video second metaphor seemed influenced by increased public awareness of genetics,
emphasizing equal contributions from parents.

The speaker stresses the importance of recognizing how cultural beliefs around gender shape
scientific knowledge and highlights the significance of metaphors in revealing these assumptions.
They emphasize that these findings can improve scientific accuracy by identifying and addressing
cultural biases in the framing of biological processes. Ultimately, the study shows that the way we
narrate biological phenomena reflects our societal views on gender, and the conversation around
these metaphors may evolve as societal attitudes change.
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