
The speaker discusses their motivation for writing a book that explores the connection between
baseball players and their service in the U.S. Army Chemical Warfare Service during World War I.
They note their past work on the intersection of sports and the military, particularly baseball, and
highlight that many Hall of Famers served in the Chemical Warfare Service, although the U.S. Army
was initially unprepared for chemical warfare.

The Chemical Warfare Service was established in May 1918, and its director, Major General William
Seabert, had a background in engineering rather than chemistry. The first unit recruiting happened
in late 1917 with the 30th engineers. The speaker conveys that while the Army was looking for
diverse skills, baseball players were not specifically recruited, though some enlisted due to their
other skills.

Key Hall of Famers, like Gabby Street and Christy Mathewson, served in various capacities, with
Street seeing combat and being wounded. The narrative clarifies misconceptions about the impact of
their military service, particularly regarding Mathewson’s death, which is commonly attributed to
poison gas exposure but was due to tuberculosis.

The speaker wants readers to gain a realistic understanding of these athletes' service, the
complexities surrounding Mathewson's death, and the lasting effects of military service on veterans.
They emphasize the importance of public awareness regarding military service and its implications.
The discussion reflects on how the realities of military service continue to resonate today, despite
the historical context.
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