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The author discusses the motivation behind writing a book focused on the history of American Jewish
women, emphasizing that this group has often been overlooked in the broader narratives of women's
history that emerged during the feminist movement of the 1960s. The intent is to highlight that
Jewish women have their own unique history, which deserves recognition.

The narrative begins in 1654 with the arrival of the first Jewish people in America, noting the
existence of two women whose names are recorded, suggesting their significance as heads of
households. The author reflects on a 25-year journey of research and contemplation about how to
present this history in an accessible manner.

The book categorizes Jewish women into three groups based on their relationship to Judaism: those
for whom faith is central, those who see Jewish identity as important but not deeply religious, and
those for whom it is incidental unless confronted with anti-Semitism.

The author underscores the significant transformations in women's lives over the centuries, such as
changes in family size and lifespan. This video video context leads to a surge in women's
organizations in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, where Jewish women played active roles.

The narrative examines notable Jewish women who have influenced American feminism and social
movements, including figures like Betty Friedan and Rabbi Sally Priesand. The author concludes that
understanding the history of American Jewish women is essential for contextualizing their
experiences and contributions to American society, and the book aims to present this history in a
format that is accessible to a broad audience.
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