
This video video discusses the relationship between art, imagination, and history, exploring how
visual evidence—such as art and architecture—can deepen our understanding of the past and
challenge established historical narratives. A key focus is the role of artists, who may not only record
history but also create it, highlighted through a discussion of the Tudor artist Hans Holbein and the
impact of his portraits on historical perception, particularly of Henry VIII.

The conversation then shifts to the work of New Zealand artist Lisa Reihana, specifically her
exhibition "The Pursuit of Venus Infected." This video video work is a digital reinterpretation of 19th-
century wallpaper that reflects European exploration in the Pacific. Reihana's piece challenges
traditional historical narratives by incorporating authentic representations of Pacific Islander
cultures and experiences, capturing a perspective often overlooked in historical texts and accounts.

Further, the text references historical artists like Francisco Goya, who embodied the role of the
artist as historian through their powerful depictions of significant events, allowing audiences to
connect emotionally with history. Reihana's work similarly aims to present the lived experiences of
Pacific Islanders, contrasting the Eurocentric narratives often found in historical accounts.

Overall, the text advocates for the importance of imagination and artistic expression in filling gaps
left by textual historical records, thus providing a richer understanding of past experiences.
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