
This video video is a discussion about the historical and cultural context of journalism in Mexico
during the presidency of Porfirio Díaz, who ruled as both president and dictator for 31 years. The
speaker reflects on personal motivations, the evolution of public discourse, and the significant role
that the press played during this tumultuous period leading up to the Mexican Revolution of 1910.

Key points include:
- The speaker's background in Chicago, a Mexican-centric city, influences their perspective on
Mexican studies.
- The decline of traditional newspapers coincides with a shift towards a new public sphere.
- Díaz is depicted as a controversial figure—an authoritarian leader characterized as a villain in
Mexican history. His regime is marked by suppression of dissent, yet it also saw a flourishing of
journalism that contributed to a unique public discourse.
- Journalism of this era is analyzed through various novels which reflect societal issues, and
portrayals of journalists as both beneficial and problematic.
- The challenges journalists faced, including censorship and imprisonment, are contrasted with
modern-day risks, emphasizing that while the nature of threats has evolved, the dangers of doing
journalism in Mexico remain significant.
- This video video also explores how literary analysis intertwined with historical contexts enhances
our understanding of this period and advocates for further exploration of archival resources.

Overall, the piece highlights the complexities of Díaz's rule, the interplay between journalism and
power, and the importance of reconsidering how history is represented in literature.
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