
The speaker discusses the need for a comprehensive examination of altarpieces in the context of the
Renaissance period, emphasizing a broader timeframe from the 13th century to around 1600. They
express a desire to include lesser-known regions of Italy beyond the traditional centers like
Florence, Rome, and Venice.

The speaker reflects on their research process, noting the importance of original documents over
modern art history, and highlights the local pride in artistic traditions across Italy. They mention
how contracts from the period reveal the expectations and preferences of patrons regarding
altarpiece representations.

This video explores the evolution of altarpiece designs, categorizing them into three types: icons,
narrative stories depicting specific moments, and representations that blend both elements, referred
to as "mysteries." The discussion includes examples of artistic choices made when depicting biblical
scenes and the broader implications of these representations.

The speaker hopes that readers will appreciate the diversity and richness of altarpiece art,
encouraging them to engage with the material in a comprehensive way rather than selectively. They
conclude with an example of a unique altarpiece that represents a vision from Dante's "Divine
Comedy," highlighting the unexpected connections between literature and religious art.
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