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The conversation focuses on the role of education in addressing racial inequality, with Pedro
discussing his motivation for researching this topic. He highlights that the United States is highly
unequal, particularly in terms of race, and stresses the importance of education as a tool to tackle
this inequality. He notes the existence of the achievement gap, which he argues is a symptom of
broader societal issues like disparities in housing and income.

Pedro critiques the American education system, pointing out that funding is primarily sourced from
local property taxes, resulting in disparities between wealthy and impoverished communities. He
illustrates this with examples of schools in affluent areas versus those in poorer neighborhoods,
emphasizing that conditions in schools serving predominantly low-income students are less
favorable, with fewer resources and trained teachers.

He discusses the compounded challenges faced by students in urban environments, including
trauma and food insecurity, which impact their learning. Pedro argues for a holistic approach to
solving these issues, calling for equitable funding and support from various societal institutions, not
just schools.

The conversation shifts to his current projects, including a film series named "Learning for a New
World," which aims to explore educational approaches to global challenges. Pedro emphasizes that
education, when properly supported, can help children from poor communities succeed and provide
findings from schools that have successfully served these populations despite their challenges.
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