
This video is a transcription of a discussion with Gregory, an academic discussing his book on tort
law, particularly focusing on rights and responsibilities. The conversation begins with Gregory
explaining his motivations for writing the book, emphasizing his unique perspective on tort law that
differs from traditional views. He critiques the economic analysis of torts, advocating that harm has
a special moral significance and that tort law should prioritize human agency over mere economic
efficiency.

Gregory elaborates on the historical development of tort law, citing its evolution in response to the
industrial revolution and how negligence became a central concept. He argues that tort law is
fundamentally about the obligations people owe to one another and should be concerned with
preventing harm rather than merely providing for reparations or damages after the fact.

The discussion also touches on the concept of reasonableness in tort law, asserting that reasonable
behavior should be justifiable to others affected by one's actions. Gregory believes tort law is
essential for enabling individuals to live decent lives free from preventable injuries, portraying it as
a crucial institution in society rather than just an outdated remnant of legal history.

Finally, Gregory expresses hope that readers will understand the importance of tort law and
suggests future research could explore the inadequacies of tort law in addressing the complex risks
posed by modern technological and industrial processes. He emphasizes the need for alternatives to
cost-benefit analysis that would honor the moral obligations individuals have towards one another.
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