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1. *Mentorship and Legacy**: The speaker discusses their long-time colleague and mentor, Diane
Ashton, who made significant contributions to Jewish women's studies and feminist religious studies,
particularly in her research on Jewish women during the Antebellum era. After Ashton's passing in
January 2022, the speaker decided to complete her unfinished work on Emma Morde Key,
emphasizing the importance of honoring Ashton’s legacy.

2. *Emma Morde Key's Background**: Emma Morde Key, a Southern Jewish woman living in the
pre-Civil War South, is the focus of the unfinished book. Morde's diary captures her life and
experiences during a tumultuous time, and her story provides insight into the complexities of her
identity as both a Jew and a slave owner in a deeply divided society.

3. **Complex Historical Narratives**: The video highlights the complexities and contradictions of
historical figures like Emma Morde. While she is portrayed as a devoted practitioner of Judaism, she
was also a slave owner, reflecting the complicated nature of individual identities and moral choices
within the convideo of historical events like the Civil War and slavery.

4. **Role of Women in Society**: The speaker notes the challenges faced by women like Emma and
her sister-in-law in a patriarchal society, which limited their authority while also placing them in
positions of power within their households. Despite their societal constraints, these women were
responsible for managing their households and supervising enslaved people.

5. **Understanding the Past**: The speaker emphasizes the importance of exploring the messy and
multifaceted nature of history, illustrating that people's beliefs and actions can be influenced by
various factors. The work aims to contribute to ongoing discussions about the roles of women in
history, slavery, and the experiences of Jews in America, encouraging readers to recognize the
complexities of historical narratives.
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