
The speaker discusses their research process for a new book project related to the Holocaust,
focusing specifically on a previously overlooked site: Janowska camp in Lviv. The unit used Jewish
slave labor from a nearby concentration camp, raising the speaker's interest in the historical
significance of Janowska. They find that this site has not been extensively documented in English-
language academic literature, despite the availability of survivor testimonies and accounts.

Janowska consists of a hybrid camp that functioned as a slave labor camp, a transit camp for
deportation, and a site for extermination, leading to a substantial death toll of approximately 80,000
victims, predominantly Jews. The speaker explains that Janowska served multiple purposes: it
housed Jewish prisoners for labor, acted as a transit hub for Jews from surrounding regions, and was
involved in property management for plundered goods. The camp’s connection to the extermination
process reveals its role in the broader context of the Holocaust within Europe.

The speaker emphasizes the camp's unique characteristics, noting how it produced a variety of
responses and forms of resistance from the prisoners, including cultural expression, religious
practices, escapes, and uprisings. Two significant armed uprisings in 1943 highlight the prisoners'
struggle against impending liquidation. Ska's proximity to urban settings allowed for connections to
the local population, which influenced the dynamics of resistance and survival.

Ultimately, the speaker aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the Holocaust by weaving
together the experiences of perpetrators, victims, and bystanders, reflecting on the complex realities
faced by those involved. This video integrated approach enables a deeper exploration of individual
stories within the overarching narrative of the Holocaust.
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