
This video recounts the story of Absalom Markland, a man from Kentucky who became a significant
figure during the Civil War due to his role as a postal agent. He was a schoolmate of Ulysses Grant
and later worked as a special agent for the post office, which made him integral in maintaining
communication for the Union army. Markland's responsibilities included handling mail logistics
during key battles, supporting Grant's military operations, and also implementing a money order
system that improved soldiers' morale by enabling them to send money home safely.

The narrative emphasizes Markland's close relationship with Grant, showcasing how his entertaining
personality complemented Grant's reserved nature, and how Grant trusted Markland's judgment in
postal matters. Significant events included Markland’s role in facilitating Sherman’s famous march
to the sea, where he cleverly managed mail deliveries to confuse Confederate forces.

Markland continued his postal career after the war, rising to a position where he was responsible for
civil rights advancements, including hiring the first Black male railroad agent in Kentucky during a
tumultuous post-war era influenced by the Ku Klux Klan. Throughout, the text highlights the often-
overlooked importance of postal workers in history and their contributions to communication and
morale during the Civil War. In conclusion, it calls for recognition of individuals like Markland who
make vital, albeit unheralded, contributions to society.
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