
This video provides an extensive overview of a New Zealand-born doctor, Doug Jolly, who made
significant contributions to field surgery during the Spanish Civil War and World War II. Born in
1904 in a small town in New Zealand, he initially trained as a doctor, later specializing in surgery.
Political turmoil in Europe during the early 1930s led him to engage in anti-fascist efforts, and he
served in the Republican army's medical services during the Spanish Civil War, where he performed
around 2,000 abdominal surgeries.

Jolly's approach to surgery emphasized speed and system efficiency over individual surgeon skill,
leading to improved survival rates for patients with severe injuries. He developed a triage system
that prioritized getting patients to operating rooms quickly and involved all medical personnel in the
process, arguing that the entire system's effectiveness, not just the surgeon's talent, was critical for
patient survival.

Despite his remarkable wartime achievements, Jolly's post-war career in Britain was less prominent,
partly due to his leftist views, his Kiwi identity, and a struggle with a bipolar disorder that affected
him throughout his life. He authored a significant book on field surgery that remained widely used
for decades, influencing modern medical practices in emergency care and surgery. Jolly's legacy
includes advancements in surgical techniques and processes that are still in use today in various
medical organizations, including Doctors Without Borders.
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