
The speaker reflects on their journey from studying immigration and gender roles to focusing on the
reproductive justice movement, which emphasizes the distinct rights and needs of women,
particularly women of color. Upon discovering the significant gaps in scholarship regarding
reproductive justice, they engaged in extensive ethnographic research involving various
organizations advocating for reproductive rights.

The movement is characterized by four core tenets: the right to bear children, the right to terminate
pregnancies, the right to healthy environments for raising children, and the right to bodily
autonomy, including gender identity choices. It stands out for its proactive, structural approach to
reproductive rights and its focus on the experiences of marginalized groups.

The research highlights the movement's commitment to community empowerment, youth
involvement, and the integration of spirituality in activism. The speaker notes the challenges faced
after the Dobbs decision, which has disproportionately impacted women of color, prompting the
movement to adapt its strategies to address misinformation and enhance visibility of their efforts.

The speaker emphasizes the urgent need for solidarity, recognizing the historical context of
reproductive justice, and the vital role of storytelling in advocacy. They aim for their work to be
accessible for educational purposes, contributing to a broader understanding of the movement’s
significance and encouraging diverse participation in reproductive justice efforts.
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