
This video discusses the challenges and potential of Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) schemes
aimed at promoting conservation in developing countries, particularly in regions rich in natural
resources like the Congo. It highlights the historical context where developed nations seek
conservation while relying on developing nations to manage and protect vital ecosystems. Despite
substantial funding (around $40 billion annually), PES schemes have not performed as expected,
mainly due to a lack of understanding of the needs and desires of local communities.

This video describes a collaborative study that utilized Q Methodology to assess community
perspectives in the Congo regarding PES schemes. This video approach involved creating a set of
statements related to forest conservation, which community members ranked based on their
agreement. Three distinct groups emerged from the analysis:

1. **Conservationists**: Open to new conservation ideas and preferred collective over individual
payments.
2. **Aspirational Artisans**: Strongly connected to the forest and desired involvement in governance
of conservation efforts.
3. **Passive Conflicted Farmers**: Concerned about agricultural income and environmental impacts,
but disinterested in governance.

The findings emphasize the necessity of designing PES schemes that resonate with community
values, particularly intergenerational legacies, and favor collective benefits over individual
compensation. It advocates for localized governance of these schemes and suggests that further
research should define attributes of successful PES frameworks and involve communities in
selecting and designing these initiatives. The conclusion stresses that understanding local priorities
is crucial for the effective implementation of conservation initiatives.
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