
This video discusses the author's architectural practice and philosophy, highlighting the significance
of dialogue between architectural objects and their sites. Following their experiences at the
University of Adelaide and University College London, the author identified a gap in publications
about design practitioners' reflective practices. They reject the notion that artistic research is
inherently subjective and aim to demonstrate that design can create new knowledge through various
processes.

The author emphasizes the importance of play and experimentation in the design process, fostering
environments that encourage innovative ideas. They advocate for a balance between subjective
creativity and objective justification, asserting that successful architectural projects emerge from a
dialogue that includes consideration of site characteristics, user engagement, and emotional
resonance.

Through case studies, including a residential project in the Adelaide Hills and the River Torrens
footbridge, the author describes processes of bringing objects onto sites to observe reactions and
cultivate a meaningful interaction. They argue that architecture must integrate with its context,
facilitating a symbiotic relationship between built forms and their environments.

Additionally, the text outlines the challenges posed by conventional architectural practices,
emphasizing the need for risk-taking and creative exploration to generate authentic and sustainable
designs. By viewing architectural elements as characters with personalities that resonate with users,
the author strives to create unique buildings that foster identification, engagement, and emotional
connections. Ultimately, the aim is to develop structures that are not merely functional but rich with
meaning and capable of ongoing dialogue with their surroundings. The author concludes by
underscoring the importance of questioning design norms and advocating for innovative approaches
that respond to contemporary challenges in urban environments.
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