
This video discusses the complexities and challenges surrounding law school citation rankings. It
highlights that many law schools are closely clustered in terms of citation counts, making small
differences often seem arbitrary and insignificant. The author criticizes previous approaches for
lacking meaningful criteria and advocates for empirically assessing whether differences in citations
reflect genuine disparities in scholarly quality.

The distribution of citations is predominantly log-normal, leading to skewed results where a few
"superstar" professors overshadow their peers. The author proposes using the geometric mean for
more accurate comparisons, arguing it is less sensitive to outliers and better represents the overall
faculty quality.

The discussion also touches on how citation counts can potentially misguide prospective students, as
they may place undue importance on minor rank differences. Furthermore, the author warns that
law schools may try to manipulate citations by hiring faculty in more highly cited fields, which can
compromise academic integrity.

Finally, while acknowledging that citation metrics have some predictive value regarding faculty
career advancements, the author suggests combining them with other measures, such as publication
venues and quality indicators, to better reflect scholarly merit. This video concludes by urging
consideration of when differences in citations are significant, emphasizing the need for statistical
rigor in understanding and utilizing these rankings.
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