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This video is a transcript from a discussion about the evolving relationship between international
trade and climate change. It addresses the growing acknowledgment of trade's potential to support
climate action, particularly in the dissemination of green technology like solar panels. Ralph Ossa,
the Chief Economist at the WTO, emphasizes that trade can be part of the climate solution rather
than just a contributor to the problem, as trade has been historically viewed. He discusses the
concept of environmental comparative advantage, arguing that countries can achieve environmental
gains through specialization in green technologies, provided there is supportive climate policy.

The conversation also touches on the challenges created by climate negotiations, especially between
developed and developing nations regarding emission targets and responsibilities. Professor Pierce
Forster highlights the need for international cooperation to rebuild trust and strengthen global
commitments to the Paris Agreement amid tensions in climate financing and expectations.

Both speakers advocate for adaptive climate strategies that avoid trade tensions and encourage
collaborative efforts among progressive nations to support developing countries in their transitions
toward greener economies. The dialogue concludes by recognizing the barriers remaining for
countries, like the UK, in reaching their climate targets and the importance of facilitating the
transition to low-carbon technologies, ensuring that environmental policies do not disadvantage
domestic economies.
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